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Mary was an exception: c T am eagerly looking forward to the installation
of a writing lab at my high school. When I visited LHS's Writing Room last

year, I felt something exciting was going on. No one was sitting around,

grinding their teeth into their pens, waiting desperately for a muse to visit
them. Instead, everyone was typing away, checking an occasional word or
phrase with a neighbor. It was a fairly ordinary scene except for the fact that I
had never witnessed it before - students were getting words onto the page as
naturally as breathing itself."
By the end of a week, the participants - to various degrees - felt com-

puters were a natural part of their writing. Marilyn had learned what a
cursor was. Lois knew the importance of room organization. Bonnie found
that a teacher must use style checkers judiciously - and always as a teaching
tool. Tina discovered the usefulness of learning logs to reflect on writing as
well as teacher modeling. Calling her evaluation at testimony, Mary found
magic in freewriting, the "demanding cursor."
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Tina voiced a common fear: "This workshop will qualify me for additional duties in the school district - the reality of working in public éducation.' ' Computers do add stress for writing teachers - at least at first. It is no
easy task to learn yet another skill; however, computers ease some problems. Most importantly, teachers must remember tuhy computers. As Carol
Mendenhall put it so eloquently in the November English Journal, we don't
need writing centers if it means "a place in a building where there are a few
computers with grammar programs stacked next to them" (70).

For one week in June, teachers learned the why. For them, their
computer places will be vital centers of writing.
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